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Reef Check Declaration of Reef Rights
One million needed to pledge action to save reefs

The International Declaration of Reef Rights has just been announced by the Reef Check
Foundation to promote action to save the world’s ravaged coral reefs. A goal of one million
signatures has been set, and the Declaration will be presented to the Heads of State of all 101
countries with coral reefs on December 31, 2008, as the culmination of the International Year
of the Reef, 2008.

Data collected over the past ten years by Reef Check, the world’s largest coral reef
monitoring organization, shows that over-fishing, global climate change, pollution and
sedimentation continue to damage the health of coral reefs worldwide. Although Australia’s
coral reefs are among the best managed in the world, they are not immune to these threats.
The Declaration asks signers to pledge to take practical action to stop human impacts on
coral reefs such as choosing seafood that is caught in a sustainable manner and supporting
reef-friendly hotels and tourism operations.

“On a global scale we are winning some key battles but losing the war to save coral reefs,” said
Gregor Hodgson, a coral reef ecologist and Reef Check Executive Director. “Many of the reefs |
enjoyed 30 years ago have lost their living corals and are now sponge and algae reefs. The good
news is that in cases where we stop abusing the reefs they can recover naturally.”

According to Reef Check, the major problem facing coral reefs is the lack of public awareness
about their incredible economic value and the crisis affecting their health. Coral reefs are
located underwater, therefore only a fraction of the world has seen them. It is not widely
known that the world has been losing about 5% of coral reefs per year over the past decade.
Equally poorly known is the high economic value of coral reefs.

The world’s largest industry, tourism, depends heavily on coral reefs. One in four tourist
dollars spent in Australia is spent in Queensland, contributing $8.4 billion to our economy and
employing more than 136,000 people. Reefs also protect the coast from storm damage and
tsunami waves and are a food source for 500 million people worldwide. Most importantly,
perhaps, is the possibility that a coral will save your life or the life of a loved one: more than a
dozen new pharmaceuticals are currently being tested based on unique compounds found in
coral reef organisms. A powerful anti-leukemia drug already on the market, Cytara, is derived
from a reef sponge, and an anesthetic 10,000 times more powerful than morphine has been
synthesized from the reef dwelling cone shell.

Reversing the coral reef crisis is technically simple, but requires that a large number of people
worldwide raise their voices and take personal action in united support of this mega-
biodiversity ecosystem. Reef Check invites all people to sign the International Declaration of
Reef Rights, both to convince governments and international agencies that the citizens of
Planet Earth care about the world’s coral reefs and to give voice to our pledge to better
protect this invaluable legacy for our children and for generations of ocean lovers to come.

The Declaration of Reef Rights may be signed by visiting
www.reefcheck.org/petition/petition.php.

For further press information please contact Lauren Bird or Roger Beeden at Reef Check
Australia via email, media@reefcheckaustralia.org, or telephone, (07) 4724 3950.
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Reef Check is a volunteer, non-profit organization set up by coral researchers following a
meeting in 1996 where the global coral reef crisis was first discussed. Reef Check has been
collecting data since the first International Year of the Reef in 1997 and is now active in over
82 countries and territories world wide.

It is Reef Check’s global mission: www.reefcheck.org.

e to educate the public and governments about the value of coral reefs and rocky reef
ecosystems and the crisis facing them;

e create a global network of volunteer teams, trained and led by scientists, that
regularly monitor and report on reef health using a standard method;

o facilitate collaborative use of reef health information by community groups,
governments, universities and businesses to design and implement ecologically sound
and economically sustainable solutions;

o stimulate local action to protect remaining pristine reefs and rehabilitate damaged
reefs worldwide especially through the creation of Marine Protected Areas.

Reef Check Australia is based in Townsville and coordinates Reef Check activities within
Australia including the flagship Great Barrier Reef project and local Townsville project.
www.reefcheckaustralia.org.
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